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The City is a strange experience.If you have € 
similarity*The vails and detention blocks are of 
Ovens,Woolvorths,and in some cases,the homes we 1 
the inner city problems that effect us today.Afte 
old Germans in the last var(makes all the 'This i 
seem pretty silly in comparison to the violence e 
thought that a fresh start could be made,a Brave 
years since that event?After all the bullshit abc 
citizens looking forvard to a nev future',the arc 
vas building heaped upon building,nev onto old,ej 
idea of the past 30 odd years vas tested out.The 
desolate,insensative to the people vho had to exi 
vas paid for by a broken German people,echoing t1 
huge empty structures vhile people live in shithe 
vindy,cold,and impersonal,a functional object to 
recently built Sports Centre,squat <fc ugly,bulging 
bound fitness freaks vho see the body beautiful £ 
▼alues*Its being added to all the time,the Drill 
for a £20 million 'shopping complex',another abhc 
our not-so-fair city* 

Life in a city is a life of intexnment.lt is a 
pallid,broken only by the hypocritical optimism c 
centre vas painted Red,Tellov,Green,or any colour 
that vork is not living,but a terrible injustice 
like a human being should in our spare time,in fu 
robotic figures streaming off the buses at 8.30 e 


Individual, 

Crushed passion,Oppressed Death vish, 
Unhappy Concrete prism. 

Unfolding into oold expanse* 

City at night, 

Light without emotion. 

Horror without fear. 

The attraction of power, 

Oppression of size* 

Without it we oommand, 

Kith it ve obey* 


URBAN 


unemployed people feel guilty,degraded,second cla 
people do when they win the pools?They dont carry 
though theyve been kidding themselves all these j 
have to work they throw off their shackles and re 



Work is something that you do 
or greedy,not something you d< 
a sense of duty*After all, a W< 
as a sick man aint he?The Citp 
vork in all its oppressive sii 
standards.Old tramps shuffling 
Oxfam shop next to a high clai 
people begin to realise what ' 
what vork really is and why v< 
and how wave all been oonned 1 
the world as a huge game of Mi 
we begin to put the city to w< 
versa*Too long have people bei 
their eyes closed*Its time to 
for yourself.Dont think it hai 
go to a library,go to the his 1 
the Luddites,or the Peasants ] 
can be done,you can do it jus^ 
a bit of paper when the time < 
mirror now & again* 





you do when you are frightened 
5 you do out of loyalty or 
all»a Workaholic is looked on 
The City ifj work,it represents 
sive size,its harsh double 
buf fling past Burtons,or the 
Lgh class jewellers.Until all 

8 what the city stands for, 
i why we should despise it, 
oonned by politicians who see 
ae of Monopoly,only then can 
ty to work for us and not vice 
ople been walking around with 
time to open them <9fc stand up 

t it hasent been done before, 
the history section <9t look up 
asants Revolt and youll see it 
it just by putting a cross on 

9 time comes and looking in a 




it is a monument to Work,predominantly grey & 
timism of the shop signs.Imagine if the whole City 
r colour.Imagine being happy on the dole, realising 
Justice that we all have to endure in order to live 
»e,in fun,sleep,stupor,play,instead of the grey 
t 8.30 every morning.Thatcher is trying to make all 
ond class,but unemployment is Living .What do most 
it carry on working do they?They dont enjoy it even 
these years that they do.No,as soon as they dont 
» and realise what an automaton theyve become. 


i have ever seen a prison you will notice a 
are of the same creed as our car parks,our Owen 
tes we live in*Coventry is the manifestation of all 
lay.After being well & truly flattened by the jolly 
'This violent city* headlines in the Telegraph 
jlence of our parents doesn't it?)you would have 
i Brave New City,but what happened in the 38 odd 
Jhit about ’Rising from the ashes' and 'The brave 
,the architects set to work with a vengance.There 

> old,eye sore onto eye sore.Every 'Progressive' 
>ut.The immensely ugly tower blocks,stark and 

L to exist inside them.The expensive Cathedral, that 
loing the false double values of religion,building 
x shitholes hardly fit for rats.The city centre, 
ject to serve the barest needs of its populace.The 
bulging with conceited,self conciously muscle 
itiful as a measure of value in a world without any 

> Brill hall is due to be demolished to make way 
ler abhorration to blight the pock marked face of 
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Greetings earthlings, 
Welcome to another ish 
of earthbound A in &• 

. I As you can see, this 
' issue differs from the 
j last in that Ive tried 
make ■*■^ niore of a 
Y ij package by reducing a 
Z+- <’ * J| lot to cram more in. I 

i : >- ^4 Ja| now hope that nobody 

- >^w / , J eM w ill say '•It only took 

me 5 minutes to read". 
Theres at least 10 mins 
reading in herelDes- 
lljlaiixi'ffixy.' 1 pite the downward trend 
jft^ Kjfla local music all over 

pleased to see that 
zines are still going 
, v 7^^ 'Vj strong,with a new one 
J3B called 'Bom to lose' 
coming out in Gov and 
;Intimacy,Futures Past,and Flame Cells 
la Birmingham,all of them quite good, 
somebody has to spoil it,and this 
ner of the 'Smacked Bum* award goes 
oolgirls at Leamingtons Love Letter, 
loo paper but little else.Talking of 
lways)the next A in R is most likely 
going to be a compilation issue with that hardy 
perrenial Damn Latin,so watch out.Mind you,I 
haven't heard from him confirming it yet,so who 
|knows,I might still be solo after alii 

Im glad to say that there was a response to 
my request for help last issue,many thanks to 
all those who did offer help,and hello to Paul 
Vials from Leamington.Id still like more of 

Bon t bottle up all your complaints and compliments,splurge them 
,nd send 'em off to me.Id also like to do a special free issue of 
so keep an eye out,and if anybody out there knows of a handy 


A KAS3AG3S FROM YOUH! SBI ; TC« 


Contributors to this ish were 
Me 

Andy C 

Component Erotica 
Steve Teers 
Mick Edgington 
Hugh Tobin 
'Pamala' 

Lynne Wallace 
Benjamin Allen 


Coventry 


Ikon Gallery ~n 
V irgin Records 
Peace Centre 
Staart Distribution 
Rockers Records 


In the event of complaint please return | 
faulty material together with this slip. | 


Your editor in a blurry mood 
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m Hello,hello,hello,this is the lord god,can you hear? 

hellfire and damnation's what I've got for you down there 
-ji on earth I have embassadors,arch bishop,vicar,pope, 

we'll bind you with morality,you best abandon any hope. 
jX We're telling you you'd better pray cos you were bom in s in 
£0 light from the start we'll build a cell and then we'll lock 

P you in 
we sit in holy judgement,condemning those who stray 
we offer our forgiveness,but first we'll make you pay* 

7% _ From *Big A little A* 


'DIGBETH CIVIC HALL,BIRMINGHAM 


















































Three bands for a quid aint bad these days,and they needed £800 to cover costs,but the 
place seemed packed enough to get that much .Judging from the sweat dripping from the walls 
(yuk).I got there a bit late so I missed the Flux of Pink Indians,which is a pity as I did 
want to see them,next were the poison girls,who played a large selection off their hP and 
singles,but in the end it seemed to go on a bit too long and got a bit tiring.At this point 
I must state that despite some critics saying Crass/Poison Girls,etc have no musical talent, 
the standard of playing was really good all evening.After the Poison Girls there was a short 
gap during which they played tapes of birdsongs(?)before Annie Anxiety came on to do a short 
poem. I couldent hear a word she said ft it was a bit too hard on the ears for me,but suffice 
to say it conveyed a mood of pain ft outrage. 

Crass them emerged on stage,decked out all in black,and the videos on either side of the 
stage flickered into life,along with the films ft slides projected onto a screen behind the 
group.Crass have done a lot to prevent the understandable anger and frustration caused by 
Thatcher from straying into racial attacks and mindless violence,channeling it instead into 
a force to try ft help stop the madness ft injustice that threatens us all the time and looks 
set to destroy the lot of us,The 'Stations' IP.Bully Boys flexi,ft Nagasaki Nightmare were 
all reproduced with an energy and honesty that punk failed to convey in the end,and the 
abysmal '0i* bands are incapable of doing.Despite attempts by big buisiness to commercialise 
Crass(eg;expensive T shirts ft belt buckles,eto) they still remain very much outside of the 
system and on a par with ground level feeling in Britain today.Crass are an essensially 
British group,the Americans could never have such a group,nor could anyone else,but Crass 
dont'belong* to anyone,as they are not a special commodity* Anybody could do what they are 
doing,the only difference being that they are doing it,and doing it well. 

Sorry to get up on my soapbox here,but Andy Cs excellent photos will show you what the 
gig was like,and their(very cheap) LP,s will show you what they sound like,so what more can 
I say? _ 
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In case nobodys noticed,Coventry Tiffanys closed down for everything save the odd party 
on May 9th*Its hard to grasp yet just what this will mean to us Coventry Music lovers,but a 
taste of it is shown in the recent cancellation of the Undertones concert there,and no 
doubt many groups intending to play the old feapit won't bother coming any where near this 
grubby hole we call Coventry at all now.To think back a year or so,the groups Ive seen at 
Tiffanys have included The Clash(ugh),Damned.Stiff Little Fingers 3 times,Stranglers,Pare 
Ubu,Delta 5,Specials,Gang of Four & numerous others*Where will all these type of bands 
play now?Lets have a look at the choice; 

The Lanch* 

Cold <Ss draughty aircraft hanger that it is, this is the only suitable unseated venue in 
Coventry for the type of bands that played Tiffs.The not-so-sumptious confines of the Lanch 
have played host to U2,The Specials,Spizz,Teardrop Explodes,Echo & the Bunnymen.Modettes, 
UB40,Tenpole Tudour 4 most local bands <St it looks as if they will have to brave its cold 
confines if they want to play Coventry again* 

Coventry Theatre* 


Ive seen Elvis Costello,Stranglers twice,Damned,Gary Numan & others here.OK for a seated 
venue,but too large for a lot of good bands*It may have to put on a lot more bands now* 
General Wolfe* 

Has played host to U2,UK subs, the Fall.Modettes <5b a couple of others in the past.Sta.all «8b 
intimate,its a bit too far out <9t finishes too late to become a major venue* 

Belgrade Venue* 

Not in the same league as Tiffanys & too small to ever replace it* 

So it looks as if the Lanch is the only reasonable venue left*Like Tiffanys it boasts 
ape like bouncers,so youll feel at hone being hassled <5b intimidated won't you? 

K£Z_ did Tiffanys close? 

Losing money is the obvious reason,as crowd trouble didn't seem to worry themwith the riot 
after the Madness gig making Apocolypse Now look like a birthday party.But why did it lose 
money? You don’t need to be Einstein to figure out it was because not enough people came, 
but why? I think it was the Managerial policy*Firstly,the bouncers were even more neand- 
rethal than the ones at the Lanch,almost punching your teeth down your throat if you so 
much as stepped out of line.Things like forcing everyone to take their boots off,and then 
practically strip searching you,and the awful beer prices(about 60p for the fizziest jug 
of piss Ive ever tasted)and I know they watered the beer like it was going out of fashion* 
The drop in numbers had become particularly noticable of late with good gigs only half f nv 
Ticket prices too added to the decline. 

Whats gonna happen now? Hopefully someone will reopen it,but it doesn't look like 
being sold,and you cant demolish it without taking half the precinct with it,so it looks 
as though the same management will be there if it reopens*If it does Id reccommend that; 

1. They approach things with a more friendly attitude* 

2 . They have seperat e bars so under 18s can get in* 

3 *Keep ticket prices down* 

4»Stop watering the bloody beeri 

Theres no sighn of it re opening at present,but hopefully it will.If not,Coventrys 
in for a real decline musically, unless bands are prepared to use the Lanch more (looks a 
bit dodgey with the Students Union Entertainment budget cut to 8 per cent of its previous 
level*•..To be continued(I hope)* 
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WAYDANCE 
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Firstly, let me say that what with Echo & the Bunnymen on at the now closed Tiffanys and 
it being a damp wintery night,I did not expect a good turnout,but 68 people did come 
along,and thats not bad these days,Although its hard to review these bands with any sort 
of detachment owing to the fact that I booked these bands from my personal preference,I 
can say that they all performed well on the night. 


3 way Dance,from Leicester were the first band on,and for my money they performed their 
best set so far,They started off tight & very much on the ball,with the drummer really 
hammering the snares in his stacatto drum bursts,Their tightly coiled sound gripped 
everyones attention & although a bad patch in the middle threatened to endanger the set 
they pulled back with an excellent peice that used percussive effects,somewhat like A 
Certain Ratio.More gigs like this,and we’ll have a huge band here,Im glad that their 
strong links with Coventry mean that we see a lot of them,as if they carry on in this 
fashion theyll certainly be well worth watching. _ ___ ^ 


The Human Cabbages may seem a strange choice for a gig like this,but it was deliberate I 
assure you.I didnt want the overall tone of the evening to be too similar, so I thought 
a little lighter music would go well.The Cabbages have their own sound all right,in fact 
someone compared them to Kenny Balls Jazzmen,which is understandable,Some of those here 
tonight didnt like them,but I didnt expect them to,I wanted a bit of 'Culture shock' to 
jolt the audience a bit.That said,the Cabbages were not at their best,a little tense I 
thought,but songs like 'Living in a Bucket',& 'The Witch' were pure music hall,great 
stuff.I really like the Cabbages,but they have to be seen more than once really.I didnt 
like them when I first saw them,but I do now,I hope a few more people do as well.I think 
it would be a shame for the Cabbages not to get a bit of recognition,as they are one of I 
the most original sounding bands around at the moment. 


Owing to misjudgements in the timing of the sets,Eyeless had to do a shortened set,but~ _ 
I still think they enjoyed it all the more for its compactness. When they started,no one 
really realised it.I certainly didnt know what to make of it,with them blowing down some 
woodwind instruments & confusing everybody.Anybody coming tonight expecting tracks off 
the album would be dissapointed(as I told many people beforehand)as the rate that they 
produce material means that by the time it gets out on record theyve moved on and its 
been dropped from the set,The only one I remember hearing before was 'In Flux',Gone are 
the older,more melodic songs from the days when they played the Zodiac to 5 people(me 
amongst them) which have since surfaced on the album.In their place is a more skeletal 
savage sound,bristling with anger and bitterness that seems to have become more prom¬ 
inent of late.Vether this bitterness is a reflection of their dealings with the music 
'biz',I dont know,out their music is a lot more angry than it was. _ 


Their equipment too seems more skeletal,inadequate even,but maybe thats just out of 
neccesity.At 12.00 the house lights came on,defusing the atmosphere,but they made it 
back for a deserved encore.Eyeless are a different experience every time and so far have 
not compromised an inch,and I admire them for that. Anyway, the bands all seemed to enjoy 
the night,I certainly did and we didnt lose any money so as long as the small audience 
went home happy,everything turned out ok.Lastly,but not leastly,my thanks to the bands 
for so readily agreeing to play,the people who came(including Nikki Mattress/Sudden, ex 
of the Swell Haps) & the Wolfe for fitting it in at short notice. 


REVIEW BY ALAN.Sorry,no pics as my camera with its customary efficiency failed to 
function,! dont seem to have much luck with photos at the WolfeJ 





















CASSETTE & MAGAZINE COMPILATION ( 


One page may seem to be rather a lot to have for vhat on the face of it 
would seem to be just another tape review,but to me this tape is so much more* 
Its what the Coventry Compilation LP failed to be & what most of the singles toj 
come out of the midlands don't match up to.This is not a Coventry Compilation, ! 
this is a midlands Compilation,but most important,this is a tape made by bands 
,who are lively,active and forward looking*All of the songs on this tape hold 
\ something special of their own,some more adventurous than others,but all of 
them stamped with that extra bit which makes them worth a second listen,and a 
third,fourth,and so on*Ive played this tape through 4 times in a row before 

e md Im not bored with a single track* _ 

ily confess that I have been involved with most of the groups on 
en most of them more than once,and have been a regular face at the 
played in Coventry,but I still feel that this tape is, the local 
as is an Island in the sea of apathy <Sb inactivity that charecter¬ 
gal scene these days.Perhaps Id better get onto the actual tape 
V itself before I run out of space* 


The first thing that strikes you is the packaging*The tape fits,along with an 
A5 booklet into a self sealing plastic sleeve,the booklet containing info on 
all of the groups.Most of the groups supplied their own designs,and bits from 
local zines were also included*This is obviously Martin of Attritions idea, 
stemming from his previous involvement with zine editing via Alternative Sounds 
On the tape there are seven bands from around the midlands,starting off on side; 
one with three tracks by Attrition,very well recorded & all possesing a creepy ■ 
nightmare quality,with 'Screaming Room'particularly haunting,and 'Alter Ego 1 
providing a memorable song to end their contribution*Religious Overdose from 
Northampton have two live tracks,both of good quality,with Hazel being the 
better of the two.Ive only seen them once,but I like their material,although I 
feel they may not be as enthusiastic about this tape as the rest,as theyve been 
on several compilations before(whats that old saying.."Familiarity breeds con¬ 
tempt?"). 




\ 


Component Erotica,by far the newest band here,have one trackja live tape of the 
Rugby gig that was bust up by punks.This situation provides a real gem of a 
track with their play school sound contrasted with the shouts of "Wankers" 
from tile pea brained punks.Undettered they carry on with the words amended to 
"eat shit" to compensate...great stuff,although the actual song was longer than 
it is on here.Passion Xerox have two tracks,again with good sound quality.lt 
says 'improvised' on the sleeve,but some planning must have gone into them.They 
are the most indulgent tracks on the tape <9s fall more into the steryotype of 
being more in the usual independant tape vein,with Rythm of Extacy being the 
better track. 


Side two begins with Three Way Dances two tracks,again with good sound quality. 
Im surprised they didnt include Sound to Light,but perhaps they are saving that 
for another time.When 3WD get everything going right they have the most haunt¬ 
ing sound Ive heard,very disturbing.This is well illustrated here with both 
tracks good examples.Bron Areas tracks include a different version of their 
singla,and remember,these two produced the best independant tape ever released 
so of course their tracks are excellent.Theyve returned to a more mellow and 
imeloncholy sound with both songs dreamy & evocative.Ive not seen Aucadian live 
but I like their track,its very strong and a good end to the tape,one of my 
faves.Perhaps a visit can be arranged after this* 

This whole tape is the most exiting local release for ages St as good as any 
thing youll get on record,is of exeptionally good sound quality,and is a 
testimony to the fact that there are some people around here who are actually 
doing something worthwhile (apart from me),BUY THIS TAPE* 


- »• . . 


£1*30 from AS Tapes,Tape Dept,AS House,143 Moat Ave,Coventry(add P St P) 


















SOPEBIOa BBADIKP SUPERIOR HjBtDIHO 30TBRIQR REAJIMO SIIPRRTn'B"BEi'r.T'w« SrrpEPIof 


So much for my resolve to lay off the sine 
plugs eh? Never mind,theres so much good stuff 
: going about that its a shame to leave It out* 

: Even this is only a small selection.Ive got 
l over 100 sines in my collection,and theres lots 
• more Id like....blah,blah,blah. 






All the way from sunny Northern Ireland, this is 
one of the most unusual sines Ive come across* 

It covers cassettes from all over europe,lists 
of mags 4 tapes,and in this issue;Egoless in 
Gaza,all set off with excellent collages from 
the glue 4 scissors of Benjamin Allen,who is 
responsible for most of it.The mag is really a 
collection of Benjamins imaginative imagery(see 
his collage done specially for A in H later in 
this issue)and Id recommend you to buy this for 
its fresh outlook*A nev issue should be out soon. 
40p in stamps from 1 Caxnhill Ave,Newtoun- 
— abbey,County intrim,N.Ireland* 

AJTEBUTH (6) lOp 


iilililiH 

illlllHJ 


Tony,who does this get«it copied so cheaply that 
you get a good 30p worth of reading for lOp or 
free4This issue features the Addicts,Throbbing 
Gristle,Kysterona,Sinyx,Watford scene,Apocolypse, 
4 more,all with well thought out layouts and 
packed with info* Get it from; 

15 George Gillett Court, 
Banner St,London. 


from jolly Glasgow,this is obviously aware of the 
'Bright young things' that the Scottish scene is 
regarded as by anyone reading the NME(you dont 
mean you actually read that trash do you?)and it 
seems to present itself as such.Beduced typing, 
Arty bits,etc,its one of my least favourite sines. 
Printed on coloured card,but it doesent do any¬ 
thing for it,4 Damn Latin does it so much better. 
Prom 29 st Etive Cresent,Bishopbriggs,Glasgow, 

PRETENTIOUS (1 ) 25n 

Good for a first issue,but still has a long way 
to go layout wise.Its got the Citizens,Shrink, 
Classix Nouveaux in it,and you can see effort 
has gone into it.The old W.H.Smiths rub down 
letterings very much in evidence throughout,but 
overall its quite good. 

27 Clare Cotts,Barfields,Bletchingly,Surrey. 


Another good first issue,a bit hard going this, 
lots of small print and the layouts a bit all- 
over-the-place.If I had to describe this in two 
words,Id say "Rough Trade" as its obviously that 
sort of sine (unlike your wide ranging A in R eh?) 
but lets be adult about this,and give you the 
address. Mould you believe it? Its c/o Sough 
Trade4I told you so. 



Back up the opposite end of the market now.The 
bands covered(Crass,flux of pink Indians,UK 
dec ay ,Milkaen 4 Girls at our best-odd one out 
that-)give you an idea of what to expect.The 
•layout is basic,but a lots packed in,worth 
getting Id say. 

92 Beresford Ave,Hanwell,London W7. 


Ian,l Churchfields,Crimplesham,Kings Lynn. 


Bobby,46 Dunrobin Rd,Airdrie,Strathclyde, 

Scotland. 

Both of these are yer average Punk/Anarchy zines 
with T 4 P more punk based.Only worth getting if 
you like this sort of zine.bit boring I think. 


Bolton scene covered in depth.Layout and size 
reminds me of now defunct Cov zine Private 
Saterprise.Quite interesting,and a good insight 
into the bolton scene.Take note,this is what a 
zine should be,local.Im sick to death of zines 
with a 4 page Crass interview,or loads on the 
trendy Scottish bands,or UK subs.Its ok if they 
pass through the area,but overwise its so boring. 

12 Sudbury Drive,Lostock.Bolton BL6 4PP. 


Amazingly, this is th6 first time Ive given this 
a proper plug,and its well worth it.Ita quite fat 
relativly cheap,lively,intelligent,and LOCAL . 

This ones got Bron Area,Vision Collision,Eyeless 
in Gaza,Partizans,lots on cassettes,poems and 
lots more.Ive got every issue exept the first 
(anyone want to sell one?) and although the 
layouts are pretty ropey at times,Id recommend 
it. 104 Sandford Rd,Mosely,Birmingham. 


The best Anarchist zine of them all.Its duplicat 
-ed,which means poor quality on some bits,but 
its incredibly fat 4 packed full of info,reviews, 
and opinions.Also because they have their own 
duplicator it sells at a ridiculously low price, 
(5p,free sometimes),but send lOp to be safe.lt 
comes highly recommended by everyone I know 
(including me) and is superb vaue. 

694 London Rd,North Cheam,Sutton,Surrey. 

Dont forget to add 14p postage.(exept Aftermath) 

la going to start putting some zines in the Hedge 
from around the country so you can get than 
yourself(I know most of you cant be bothered to 
send off),starting with a couple of my faves 
reviewed here;Aftermath and Cabarte,which should 
already be in by now.If they sell quickly Ill put 
some more in from other places so keep a look out 


BOOTLEG TAPES BOOTLEG TiPBS BOOTLEG TAPES BOOTLEG TAPES BOOTLEG T. 


81 fig 




l Classio example of the bootleg rip off;£2 for 
t a Bide of 3L7 taped off a Radio One 'In 
Concert' broadcast.lt contains the whistling 
sound that you always get if you tape off the 
radio.Quality is ok v but not too good.This is a 
l good reason not to buy bootlegs,and this sort of 
: junk can only give bootlegs a worse reputation 
a th an t heyve already got.AVOlD THIS TAN*. 


JOI DIVISION at the LTCEPH 29/2/80 £2.00 

Sound quality is not good,but could be worse,in 
the absence(at the moment) of a Joy Division live 
L.P. this serves well enough,with versions of 
'shes lost control','love will tear us apart* *n d 
numerous others from both LPs.lt is fairly listen 
-able,unlike many bootlegs and probrably worth 
getting if you are keen on Joy Division.lt lasts 
fox ly sides of the tape,the other ^ being used 
up with a P.I.L peel aession.Quite good value* 
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L JOKE MATERIALIZED INTO AN EVEN BIGGER JOKE, COMPONENT EROTICA WAS FORMED. 


UR PRIME INFLUENCE ut/AS THE, FACT THAT WE ALWAYS PLAYED THE OFTEN MONOTONOUS 


OLE OF BEING JUST FaCES IN THE AUDIENCE. SO EMERGED THREE PRETTY FACES, AN 


DRUM MACHINE, AND A FEW ODD LITTLE EFFECTS WHICH WE STILL DON’T 


NOW HOW TO USE. IMA GE WISE, AS IT IS, THE IDEA OF TWO GIRLS AND ONE ‘WELL_ 


DEVELOPED BOY/MAN IN OUR KINDS WOULD STIR A SENSATION, aS IT EVIDENTLY HAS... 


...N'T. I, SIMON VON COM PONENT WILL DIGRESS TO FASHION C.E'S MEMBERS. _ 

THE GIRLS CLAIRE VON EROTICA aND CHRISTY VON EROTICA (NO RELATION) ARE IN_ 


T COLLEGE (LEICS POLY) AND LUTTERWORTH SIXTH FORM RESPECTIVLY. -THE_ 


IMAGINATIVE STYLE OF THE GIRLS HAS MOULDED C.E. INTO a MUSIC WHICH WE FaNCY_ 


TO BE HAPPY, YET UNIQUE ALTHOUGH WITHEXCEPTIQN WE HaVE TWO SLQWISH NUMBERS_ 


TO ALLOW PEOPLE TO STOP DANCING WILDLY AND TO EMBRACE PASSIONATELY. OUR _ 


SIC TASTES ARE LARGELY THE SaME WITH YOUNG MAR GI'S BEING A FAVOURITE_ 


BUT BASICALLY WE LIKE HAPPY TUNEY BANDS. EACH OF THE GIRLS HaVE a BOYFRIEDD_ 


IN OUR ALLY 3 -WAY Dance and ALSO I Have a brother in IT, SO THERE._ 


FORTUNATELY 3 WD HAS LOANED US GEAR SO* AS TO HELP US OUT AT GIGS, SO I WON'T_ 


Talk badly of them, as much as we do gigs for the fun they are few and far_ 


3ETWEEN OWING TO THE FACT THAT I AM aWAY ALOT I AM AN ASTRONAUT. IN THE_ 


SUMMER WE PLAN TO DO a FEW GIGS AND ADD a FEW MORE SONGS. TO DATE WE HAVE_ 


PLAYED ONLY TWO GIGS. THE FIRST OF WHICH PSYCHOLOGICALLY DISTURBED US FOR LIFE,. 


I WILL EXPLAIN. THE VENUE. RUGBY COLLEGE OF AFFECTED PEOPLE AND THE BANDS BEING 


'ATTRITION' 'BR QN AP R 4' ' 3 WD' AND US. ALL THIS WAS IN AID OF THOSE MARVELLOUS 
MILLIONAIRES C.N.D. UPON A BRAND NEW £600 STaGE, UNDER THE GLOW OF ONE LIGHT 


BULB AND WITH TWO VERY l.AftflE SPEAKERS WE WERE READY TO MAKE OUR DEBUT. A FAIR 


FEW PEOPLE FILTERED IN, HALF OF WHICH WERE PUNK ORIENTATED OR LIKEWISE. THE 


FIRST NUMBER WENT OFF SMOOTHLY, FOR SONG NO. 2. I TOOK THE MIKE STAND AND_ 


STARTED TO SING WHEN THIS MENTALLY DERANGED PUNK RESPONDED TO MY MIND _ 


ESTATICALLY, I WAS OBVIOUSLY WRONG, YES HE WANTED TO KILL ME. WE MANaGED TO GET 


THROUGH THE SET WITHOUT BEING SCATHED OR CHOPPED UP BUT ONLY TO BE VE RB ALLY_ 


MOLESTED AND ONLOOKED BY THESE VILLANOUS VEGETABLES. ALL ENDED IN SCUFFLES AND A 


LITTLE DAMAGE, THE PO LICE CAME AND STOPPED EVERYTHING A LITTLE AFTER 'ATTRITION* 
TARTED PLA YING. THE NEZT GIG SEEMED MORE PROMISING, NAGS HEAD, NUNEATON, WITH 


.TTRITION A ND RELIGIOUS OVERDOSE. ARMED WITH MACHETES THIS TIME WE PLAYED TO A 


.LL BUT DECENTLY RESPONDING CROWD.and remember EAT SHIT. 




■ 




















QMPONENT EROTICA IS NOT REALLY EROTIC, BUT SOMEBODY LIKED THE NAME._ 


COMPONENT IS THE NAME OP SIMONS OLD GROUP t WHICH CONSISTED OP, SIMON AND ; 
IS NEXT DOOR NEIGHBOUR WHO IS RUMOURED, HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH A NOW 


ELETED PANZINE. NOTHING WE COULD DO OCAILD BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY, AS BETWEEN 


US WE HAVE VIRTUALLY NO MUSICAL TALENT (OR INSTRUMENTS). ALTHOUGH SIMON _ 

INGZABIT. THE SONG 'CHRISTMAS TIME IS MERRY? IS ONE OP THE PRE EROTICA 


SONGS. 'MEQWj MEOW, WOOF, WOOF' WAS INSPIRED BY SIMONS DOG MIDGE, WHO 
DOESN'T LIKE OUR MUSIC MUCH AND THEREFORE BEGINS TO BARK WHENEVER WE BEGIN 


TO PLaY .A NYTHING. 'STRAWBERRY LOLLIPOPS' IS AN EXCUSE FOR NOT BEING ABLE 
(OR HAV ING TIME) TO WRITE ANY LYRICS, IN FACCT SIMON STILL CALLS IT AN 
INSTRUMENTAL- 'MELQ DRAMATICA' IS SIMONS (iVHQ^ IS THIS SIMON 3QY t ANYWAY?) 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE FUTURIST/NEW ROMANTIC/'MOVEMENT WITH NO NaME '( THANK YOU_ 


SPANDEAU BALLET) PHASE, WHICH IS 'HITTING THE NaTIONS YoUTH'(TH aNKYOU 


NATIONWIDE) AT THE MOMENT.p.S. CLAIRE AND I HAVEN'T REALLY GOT RED LEGo, BUT 
1 >—5 T " THINK SIMON MAY HAVE! I • 


: r l 


I 


E DIDN'T GET 'SCATHED OR CHOPPED UP') WE ALWaYS FEaL LIKE DOING ANOTHER, BUT 


NEVER CAN FOR AT LEAST A COUPLa OF MONTHS. THaT RKaLLY IS THE MaIN PROBLEM._ 


YOU SEe ALTOGETHER WE HaVE HaD ONLY THREE PROPER PRACTICES, WHICH IS PRETTY _ 

~OOD WHEN YOU THINK W£ HaVE PLAYED .TWO GIGS AND THE SECOND ONE 'WE WERE ACTUaLLY 


ASKED TO PLAY. IT’S HARD TO PRaCTICE .»HaN Y OUR SINGER, rtELL VOCaLIST, IS HUNDRED ^. 
F MILES AWAY, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE TAKE S THE EQUIPMENT WITH HIM. CHRISTIE aND I 
CTUALLY DID CONSIDER DITCHING HIM aND DOINF EROTICA GIGS, BUT WE DECIDED HE'D 


VER GET ANYWHERE WITHOUT US.WE HOPE. THE SECOND PROBLEM IS THaT THIS 


>aGE COULD NOT BE IN COLOUR (MIND YOU THE LAYOUT MAKES UP FOR IT DOESN'T IT?) 


’OU SEE WE REaLLY LOVE BRIGHT COLOURS. YOU MAY HA VE NOTICED THIS IF YOU HaVE 


:iVER SEEN US PLaY. ANYWAY TO MAKE UP FOR THaT FaCT aT GREAT EXPENSE WE HAVE 


CIVEN YOU EaCH A. ‘PIECE OF COLOUR TO START FILLING IT IN WITH, YOU FINISH IT 


WITH YOUR OWN CRaYONSi I aLSO HOPE THaT YOU HAVE ALL BOUGHT A COPY OF THE 


i’IRST RELEASE ON A.S.TAPES, FACET 1, WHICH INCLUDES kS IT'S HIGHSPOT 'MEOW, MEOW 


WOOF, WOOF' BY COMPONENT EROTICA. IF AFTER BUYING IT aND READING THIS YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO HEAR AND KNOW MORE OF US JUST SEND A BLANK CASSETTE (C18 WILL DOS) TO 


AT...THE HAVEN, BRUNTINGTHORPE, LUTTERWORTH, LEICESTERSHIRE. AND YOU WILL ~ 


RECEIVE LOTS MORE GOODIES TOO...THANKYOU 
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The Screaming Room . 

You*re with people,hut you know you're alone 
There is violence in the walls of your home 
Its the routine that you want to leave 
So it soon or you will have to believe 
In the screaming room 

is it your turn soon(you can sing this tune) 
In the screaming room 
In the screaming room 

Its the silence that is getting you down 

All the blank faces that you meet in the town 

you will cry but find no consolation 

You will try but be left with frustration 

(Chorus) 

Now its happening its all going wrong 
Crashing down you just can't get along 
You will say to yourself - oh why me? 

Close your eyes there is nothing to see 
(Chorus) 


MARTIN 


Attrition are just about the only Coventry band 
to play anything like regularly,having done over 
20 gigs working hard against unresponsive and 
sometimes hostile audiences and duff P.A.s and 
fighting the local apathy by producing info 
sheets,arranging gigs,interviews with zines and 
recently appearing on the Facet compilation Tape. 
The following interview took place on a nondescript 
Sunday morning in the luxery of a Wimpy,of course 
they were latei 

Attrition first appeared as a three peice with 
Martin,Julia,and Ashley on Drums(?)but soon they 
added Martins brother Chris on guitar and got a 
proper drummer(Robbo).In this form they played the 
first few gigs,dropping the guitar in favour of 
Ashley,this time on synth which is how they remain 
today with Martin & Julia alternating between bass 
and vocals. 

A = Ashley M =* Martin J =* Julia R = Robbo 

What gave you the idea to start Attrition? 

M."We just thought we'd have a go,bashing cans & 
a tr amming acoustics,with a tin bucket with paper 
across & badges underneath instead of the snare 
drum.lt just started as a laugh really then got 
more serious* 


Who writes the songs? 

A.We all do. J.No we dont. 

M."Nobody tells anyone else what to play,we all do 
our own bits ,even the lyrics." 

A lot of the songs seem to be about v.doomy sub¬ 
jects, why is this? 

J,"They are not deliberatly set out to be Cramps 
type tracks" 

M."I couldn't write about happy bunnies hopping 
about in a meadow.Its things that are on my mind 
that I write about,anyway I like depressing music" 
Talk about a song,tell me what its about? 

M,"Screaming room is supposed to be about rooms 
they have in Japan,where you can go & scream when 
things get too much for you* 

Mhos idea was the Facet tape? 

M,"Actually it was me.I was talking about doing a 
compilation but theres not enough good bands in 
Coventry so I thought we'd have all the bands Id 
seen 4 liked on it" 

So who put up the money for it? 

M.*I did,its all my money.I pay for it and the 
bands buy it off me at cost price.Thats our first 


Has the position changed since you recorded the tape? 

R."Yes,Attrition is an ongoing situation* 

M."We don't do Possesed any more,but the other songs are more 
or less the same" 

R. "We get bored with the songs eventually" 

J."But we're playing better all the time.Because we haven't 
been in any bands before,we just keep adding new peices as 
w© go along* 

M.*We rehash the old ones that are worth rehashing,and throw 
some out. We do 8 now;Screaming room,Monotone,Fear,Divisions, 
Marionetxes,Stilletto,Alter Ego,Neuroses." 

A."Instead of repeating old ones,we do new ones of better 
quality instead" 

Bo you think the Facet tape will do any good for the bands? 
J.*It depends if we get national distribution.We are trying to 
get it distributed by Rough Trade.All the bands on it are bands 
that have just started out anyway* i 

M."I tkink of it as a local thing to get us all known better in 
the area" 

Martin,whats the position with Alternative Sounds(an obscure 
[little Coventry zine that he did),is it finished? 

M."Im going to do it occasionally,when I want to write about 
1 something.Ive got a portable electric typewriter,so Ive got to 
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And the walls they are forming your prison 
Must get out you will need a decision 
When you're out youll find nowhere to go 
To the wall and the circle has closed 
(Chorus) 

In your room,out doors behind glass 
Here It comes how long will it last 
All the hate,it makes you so depressed 
Going out of your mind with the rest 
(chorus) 

Thinking don't stop now,you are rushed 
At the edge,helping hand,you are pushed 
Their conventions are all that you lack 
On your own are you ready to crack? 
(Chorus) 

In the screaming zoom**** 

(By ATTRITION) 




ALAN LISTENS AND TAKES PHOTOS.^J 01 JA. 
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t do you think about about the Coventry Scene? 
f."Its crap.All the bands that we like to play with 
ire fro* outside Coventry* 

)o you find it easy to get gigs outside Coventry? 

I."Its not easy,but through me having contacts with 
'sines its given us a little head start.When wave 
>layed outside Coventry weve always got a good re- 
iotion,exept Bngby" 
rfhat exactly happened there? 

L."There was this Spiney Mullis,who was completely 
>issed up & out with all his mates doing Sid 
impressions,shouting a lot and gobbing.Nobody felt 
.ike trying to stop him as hed brought all his mates 
-tlong.Juli told him to go forth and multiply after 
Laving a can thrown at her & the Police chucked him 
‘tut twice,but he got back in again.Then they 
started attacking the audience." 

T."Ve did about 3 songs then it all got stopped" 

JL. "Ve had people dancing in Hereford & Stroud. 
l,*¥eve got no special thing about playing Coventry 
home town' or anything like that." 

'ou seem to play a lot with the bands on the tape. 
*t."We think we go down well together well.We find 
re have an affinity with these sort of hands" 



... 
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Do you intend to get a single out,and if so will 
it be a compilation JP or 'solo'? 

M«"lted like to do an SP with 2 of my songs on one 
side and 2 of Julis on the other.We*re not going 
to rush it,but first were going to see if we can 
get a record company interested.There is a small 
possibility of doing a compilation EP with some 
of the facet bands,but thats all up in the air 
at the moment" 

What about a flexi disc? 

M.*I don’t tMnir we will do one until we're a bit 
more well known. We might do a live cassette next. 
The flexis an idea for the future really" 

You used guitar on the tape,but dont use one live 
do you intend to bring in other instruments? 

A."Id like to get a string synth" 

M."Id like to keep the line up as it is,but Id 
bring in other musicians in the studio" 

A."Id like to do more weird stuff,like Cabaret 
Voltaire" J."I second that". 

How do you see the future,both for yourself and 
the Coventry scene as a whole? 

J."The Coventry scene - nothing" 

M."It can r t get much worse,but it might get 
better" 


A. "I think me & Juli will have to go as a duo." 

M."I hope we can gradually build up & hopefully get a chance 
■to release material through something,and play some really 
good gigs" 

J • "Tou can keep going as a group as long as you keep changing* 
People might come and go but if you keep changing itll keep 
going on" 

A."I don't like vocals just for the sake of them.People feel 
they ought to have them,but if you could play a good instrumen 
-tal then thats far better" 

Do you believe in bringing politics into your performance? 

M*"If we really wanted to I cant say that we wouldn't" 

J*"If we wrote one it wouldn't be *we hate the tories* or 
whatever.but wed write about it if it affected us personally" 
M."Anything could happen,we could write about anything" 

Do you think youve begun to get noticed? 

K."I think a few people have,the music lovers - like you." 

Do you think the compilation tape will be a success? 

R« "Yes,I like Religious Overdose and 3 Way Dance.I - fcMnlr it 
will he a sell out" 

A."I t hink we will get rid of 100 easy" 

K."I can see us doing 200,but Id he pleased if a company 
picked it up and released it" 
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Attrition discovering how isolation aids song writing. 


M."Really,all the bands on the Facet tape are 
the real alternative music scene(my feelings 
precisely)because they are all involved in 
releasing their own musio,arranging their own 
gigs,writing their own zines,etc rather than 
immedeatly trying to fall in with the record 
companys A support big bands,paying lots of 
money and latching onto any fashion.Im not say¬ 
ing that in the future any of the bands wont 
get well known,perhaps we will get popular,but 
we lose money,and that shows that we do it be¬ 
cause we like it.If they do get noticed then 
I hope they will keep the same attitude.* 
Finally,are you involved in the band as a full 
time thing,or is it just a hobby? 

A."School takes up most of my time,but the 
group is my main hobby" 

E."Ton oan*t do it full time because you need 
a job until youre good enough to do it full 
time and make money" 

J."Im full time as near as I can be,Im applying 
for a oourse at college,but thats a secondary 
interest" 

M."The job lye got at the moment is to get off 
the dole because they were hassling me,and also 
to get some money*but Id like to do it full 
time." 

After some photos they went off to their 
practice,Robbo still looking a bit the worse for 
wear after a party in London the previous day 
(his Birthday).Attrition,as you may have 
gathered are as fully involved in their music 
as anyone,and unlike most bands put effort 
into organising their own gigs,publicity,.and 
everything else,whilst developing more 3& more 
both musically A lyrically.Ive no doubt that 
they enjoy it,and have faith in themselves.I 
think its a shame that more people dont turn 
out to support them. ^ 


Hologram. 

I don't want to be the hero 
that you're burnt at the stake 
Don't deify my image 
or 1*11 have to die to escape 


.Im the one-D shadow 

1 That you don't understand 

And instead of being human 

Im put upon a stand 

; 

<The image on that badge 

That I never could be 

8111 rot inside out 

•And you'll have to shoot me 


Copying violence 

That doesn't hurt 
binding that it maims 

And pushes people into graves 

‘ 1 

■ i 

As you sell me in your shops 

My face and eyes leave you 

You'll clone your own soul 

Try to mime a hero 

* 

Im'dead let me lie there. 


, 

Attrition information sheets will be issued 
monthly,with photos,lyrics,info,eto*For the 
first two and any subsequent ones send an 
SAE to Martin. 

Contact Attrition via Martin at| 

143 Moat Ave, 
Coventry 

or phone Martin on Cov 69642 
or Juli on Cov 412193 
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Airplay Records can be obtained for Cl.50? from 72 Brays Mead,Harlow,leeex. 


The Wild Boys have got a tape single out as 
part of the belgrade theatres overkill on 
their 'Risky City' play.Its 90p fro* local 
record shops t but I dont know if its any good 
as I havent bought itl _ 


DISSECTED BY 

ALAN. 


Anybody stands a far better chance of getting reviewed if they send ne a 
review copy of their record(s) or tape.Qronps A Record labels take note. 


CHICKENFEED 


FOR YOUR CONSUMPTION. 


Blue Orchid 




The Orchids are beaten to it by the 
Cabbages.The keyboard on this single is pure 
Cabbages throughout.That aside,this is another 
good record about that recently popular these, 
work.This is the best record Ive yet heard on 
that subject,with its Wurlitzer type feel. 

The B side is even better,worth doing a bit 
of work to get the 99p to buy this. 


e Misunderstood - Children of the Sun(Cher 


The Misunderstood split up in 1967,and it 
beats me why Cherry Red released this.I know 
that theyve got a reputation as a lable that 
takes chances,and I applauds them for that, 
but it seems they often release obscure & 
risky stuff just for the sake of it.All the 
3 tracks on this single may have been 'ahead 
of their time'as the sleeve says,but they are 
distinctly out of time now. 




different ee* 


Initially I was looking forward to this,having 
always liked the An Pairs live.By no means a 
bad UP,after a few plays you begin to see that 
only about $ the LP is good enough to keep 
playing.Come again,Armagh,we*re so cool,love 
song,set up,& its obvious are the tracks that 
last,the rest grow tiresome.Its well pack - 
aged with a sleeve by Rocking Russian,song 
sheet,transfer all included,but like so many 
groups,once in the studio all those knobs to 
twiddle take that certain something,the edge 
that we got on 'You'their first single.Tbey 
now sound world weary & bitter as opposed to 
angry & defiant as they used to be.Still a 
good album,but I wanted a perfect one and 
sadly the flaws are there for all to see. 


Killing jokes second LP is a bit of a let 
down.Its not that any thing is missing,its 
just that its all so familiar.Theres little 
progression from the first LP,in fact Id say 
that half of this If is old riffs in a diff¬ 
erent order.Theyve found a good formula & they 
seem to be content to stick to it,with such 
ease that you hardly notice that one of the 
tracks is 7 minutes long.Pile under 'More of 
the same*. 

p.s.the sleeve is excellent by the way. 


Pre-Set are from Barlow,this being their first 
single,the second release on Airplay Records. 
The A side,Better day,reminds me strongly of 
the beat in their Mirror in the Bathroom days. 
That means I like it.Theyve got a very clean 
unashamedly pop sound,lively and very catchy. 
The B side is also as good.I normally dont 
like 'pop' singles,but this is a bit different 
from your average pop.Qet yourself some real 
pop music 4 try this. 




Pressure Stops,also on Airplay Records have a 
lead singer that sounds a lot like Bolan,this 
is pop much in the style of the wild boys,but 
more commercial 4 controlled.Its too commerc¬ 
ial for me.Crash Wanderer is better,a bit like 
the Cramps in parts.I dunno which side is the 
A side,but I think Crash Wanderer is.Its sold 
§00 so far,Airplays first release,and a new 
single is due Boon.Ill review that next issue 
if possible. 
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Modem Zoo Guys Night Club 


I beleive this was the first band to play 
Guys and everyones heard of them for months 
because they had posters daubed up all over 
Coventry in their early quest for new mem¬ 
bers to sign up.They obviously didn’t do 
too well as they only number a mere three, 
the fewer the better,and all of them are 
equally as tedious as each other,though 
Napper had a slight head start on the other 
nonentities. 

Stu Napper on pretend vocals should have 
stayed in *77,metaphorically,wheras before 
with jolly Riot Act it was "we're out of 
tune,turn the volume up" now its"the aud¬ 
ience is looking bored,turn the smoke and 
flashy lights on". Napper,the least des¬ 
cript physically came on sporting a black 
shirt with its sleeves rolled up,showing 
his tatoos bearing such emblems as ’Kiss 
me Honey 1 , 1 Vfheres Jerry the Ferret',and 
'Death or Glory* Ill warrant,along with 
black trousers and brand new training 
shoes in which he proceeded to dance like 
a lemon,drink his pint,and say such mem¬ 
orable comments as "God Im fucking Knack¬ 
ered" and generally make a complete ass 
of himself. 

The afore mentioned nonentities remained 
behind their keyboards/synths/toys through 
out the whole set in their brightly colour 
-ed clothes and one actually said "If you 
dance,we'll talk to you".Now the people 
that go to Guys on a Wednesday night arent 
the smartest people Ive met,and the average 
IQ is pretty low,so it meant a lot of them 
began to dance,or what they call dancing; 
the same arm and leg movement to every song 
only you speed it up for the appropriate 
fast numbers. 

The actual music was dirge,I mean a man 
(pretty ironic at Guys) can only take bleep 
bleep,blip for so long.Nappers vocal voice 
has obviously improved since his "life're so 
pretty,oh so pretty" days,but lyrically 
the band have gone nowhere.I heard refer¬ 
ences th Heaven & Hell,crashed cars,rooms 
without doors,and more pretentious stuff 
too useless to waste the brain cells on 
remembering.This band aint worth a light, 
no personality,dragging on and on and on 
and on.I think you're slightly late, 
slightly late. 

By PAM ALA.___ 


fl have a sneaking suspision that 'Pamala is 
in reality Marilyn XXX(alias Martin)who did J 
Private Enterprise zine* 


Famous 5/Speech Majors Hope & Anchor 


40 p in,and quite a reasonable turnout 
for the Rope.The Speech Majors are a 
three peice with guitar,organ and a 
female(ex Clique)vocalist.This was 
only their 2nd gig,and it showed 
with a lot of the material shakily 
executed.They do have some potentially 
good songs there,but they need to get 
rid of about half of the set and get 
some new stuff & a better synth. 

During the interval I did quite a 
brisk trade in mags whilst being pest¬ 
ered by the Speech Majors guitarist to 
give them a good write up,so I was 
glad when the Famous 5 trotted out. 
They started off with 'lifelong' 
which was ok,running through a collec 
-tion of rather samey songs with the 
odd high spot like 'brain dead' until 
they came to 'Take over' their track 
off the Cov compilation EP.Easily the 
best song they do,it stands out a 
mile from the rest.The rest of the set 
was mostly forgettable.They need to 
be more adventurous in future. 

By ALAN._ 


Cjooti ^Verting — loniqht hove in the 
Studio a young mart who dams -to b>t 
at the Vanguard of a musical breakthrough 
- in h.$ CUJA words ''A +nj/u revolutionary 
C onceft Ml -the C©n+e*+ or popular music-' 7 
m the eighties.” 


But there is more than just the. music?\ 
f 0{jr guest tonight is also a leading ^ 

Spokesman in -Hie amazingly original 
athdudB which. the new movement 
encapsulates, its ideas, its awns, and 
above all it's absolute uniqueness, . 



/•“••What is this exciting,new cult ? uihat^ 
is+he -Porce behind Hus vitality, a vitality 
that has put even punk into the Shadows 
ot forgettable history? % answer these 
questions we have in our Studios a young 
man voho claim S +o. U J 



.represent the voice of rebellion and true 

originality which art the trademark of +kiS 

new cult. Ladies and gentleman !. 

Steve Strange * . er, ym Steve ? er\ % . 

. .- Steve, your on. 


Piss off l I’ve Smudged'-———^ 
my lipstick, you'll have to hang .a, 




































Hiermit bestelle ich zur Lieferung iiber meine 
Buchhandlung: 


Werbeantwort 


Bitte als 
Postkarte 
frankieren 


URGE 


Expl. Zahn/Rheinholz, Forschung... 
Expl. Woller, Aufbruch ins Haute 


Preisanderungen vorbehalten. 



Datum: 


Unterschrift: 


An die Buchhandlung 1L 

iwo 
Post lion? 


— Falls kelne andere Anschrlft angsgaban, 

bitte zur Weiterleitung senden an 

ECON-VERLAG GMBH, Postfach 9229. 4 Dusseldorf 1 
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Ab many of you out there in reader land probrably.knmw.The Urge went through ' 
considerable line up problems about the time that the 'Bobby* single came out 
which resulted in them dissapearing for a while after a few final gigs in 
Coventry.Biey re surfaced,still under the name of Urge a little while ago and 
have since played a benifit gig in Nuneaton,and may well have also played in 
Coventry by now.The line up has undergone quite a bit of change,with vocalist 
Dave Wankling,and Bassist Nigel lfulvey leaving along with drummer Billy Little. 
They are replaced by Dave Gedney on Bass,formerly guitarist ft singer with now 
defunct Coventry Group The Kix.Dennis Bums is on guitar,and for the moment 
there is no drummer,but a rythm unit instead,as Kevin Harrison says that they 
are trying to get away from needing a drummer.Only Kevin on Guitar ft vocals 
and Lynda Wolfe on vocals remain from the old Urge line up,which has itself 
changed quite a bit from its early days. 

The Arista deal that saw the release of their second single 'Bobby' has now 
fell through with a single and Album remaining unreleased.This means they are 
now back trying to gain record company attention again,through tapes,etc. 

Kevin Harrison meanwhile has his solo album released soon on Cherry Red(who I 
reckon are the most likely candidates to take up the Urge).Its a version of his 
solo tape 'on earth 2' which was released on Ambivalent Scale almost a year 
ago as a limited edition which was only sold locally.lt has undergone some 
changes and is now called 'Inscrutibly Obvious'.The cover is done by Nark 0 


who provided blurry photos and vitriol 
for geriatric Coventry zine Alternative 
ounds.At the time of writing the band 
re still very much in the early stages 
d Ive yet to see them in their new 
oica,but hopefully they will be play- 
og locally soon (having already pulled 
out of a spot at the Belgrade Theatre 
because the P.A. was too small) and 
I should think that they will be very 
different from the old Urge. 













Hu*e amounts have been written in other sines about 'Bow to do it* (no,not J 0 ^ 1 ^ 
perverts,zine editing)so I thought it was about time I got my oar in and bestowed sorae 

golden gems of wisdom upon you. , . . 

First of all its important to say that there are mo definitive rules to doing a sine. 

Its your ovn thing & its completely up to you what you do,hut invariably mistakes are 
made^so I want to do is Just set out a few basic facts rather than advise you what 

to write as that*none of my buisiness. 

Lots of Afferent types. Photocopying is quickest with xerox offering the best quality, 
but its a bit expensive if you want to do loads.Offset Litho is longer,but worth it if 
you want to do 200 or more as you get more for your money.lt involves plate making but 
you wont be doing that.What it does mean is that you dont glue your photos in,but just 
biu tac them in & mark where they have to go clearly.Theyll be screened into dots before 
they are printed,* at this stage they can be shrunk or enlarged as long as its in direct 

proportion.A handy thing to know is that light blue doesn’t come out,so if you have any 

mapping out to do,do it in light blue pencil crayon and it wont show up when its done. 
Offset printing can vary in price so get a few quotes first,and youll need to keep on 
checking to make sure it gets done.Stapling & collating comes extra,so it helps if you can 
do this yourself.You can also duplicate your zine.You use stencils which you have to cut 
either by hand,drawing on them with a point,or using a typewriter with no ribbon,or if 
you want them to have photos,try light cut stencils.Duplicating is messy & hard work and 

vou need access to a machine.The quality is not too good,but its usually very cheap. 


; 2 .Doing the masters . . 

f Its best to plan out whats going to be in your issue ahead,by doing a little mock up. 

Do any interviews & long articles first to get them out of the way and to help with 
seeing how much space you need.Its worth getting the typing reduced,so if you cant afford 
many pages you can fit more in(like this page).Any photocopiers will do it for you.Its 
always worth taking your time over the first issue to get it good.My first issue was 
! poor because I rushed it,and it didnt sell many,so it really does pay to get it right. 
Also,once the first ones out,people will want to know when the next one is due,so its 
worth it to always work in advance so you dont feel rushed.Dont forget,blue wont come out 
so unless you dont want it to,avoid using it.Colours do come out,with yellow,green & red 
usually coming out quite dark. 


5.Selling. . . . . 

[Dont expect to sell loads first time.In general its best to underestimate and be surprised 
; than over estimate and be dissapointed.Record shops,Alternative bookshops,and places like 
' Rough Trade in London will take them and dont forget to sell them at gigs and to your 
friends.Expect most places to take some commission on each mag sold(eg;5p on a 30p mag)» 
so allow for this in your budget. 

4.Publicity . 

Good,clear & interesting posters are a big help.I always do special posters,but some mags 
just use their front cover design.Put them up where its on sale,and wherever people who 
are likely to buy the zine will see them(fly posting is illegal so be careful).Send some 
copies off to record companies and they might send you records to reVrfW. Send them to 
other zines and usually theyll swop you one of theirs,and give you a plug too.If you 
are really desperate you can send them to nme or sounds,but youd probrably get moire if 
you send them to the Pace,or ZigZag.Dont forget to tell people yourself as word of mouth 
is publicity too. _ __ 


5.Money . 

. Work out how much you can afford,and see what sort of printing is best,and take into - . . . 

1 account things like postage,letraset,etc.Dont do it with profit in mind as it just does 
not work out like that.You ALWAYS lose money at first,and break even is the best you can 
hope for down here.I just about break even now,but I lost money at first.Also,even if it 
means losing a bit don’t charge too much as it’ll work against you by putting people off. 

f 

’ 6.Help . 

Try and get people to help you,even if its only selling it,or the odd photo as apart 

; from being less work for you,its nice to be appreciated! If you are doing it with some 
one else,share the work an d cost evenly and DONT let them take the credit for voxk they 
haven't done.Be a dictator and you wont get messed about. 










A list of handy addresses. 


Coventry Resource Centre (for light cut stencils) Spon End,Coventry. 

Thermograph Printers.Siskin Drive/Coventry 504293. 

Rank Xerox copy Bureau(for reducing),Lamb St,Coventry. 

Parburys Copy shop(for cheapest xerox copying),Albany Rd,Earlsdon,Coventry. 

Rough Trade,202 Kensington Park Rd,London Wll. 

Smart Distribution,104 Sandford Rd,Mosely,Birmingham. 

Boggs Distribution,8 Moorend,Welwyn Garden City,Hertfordshire. 

Wedge Bookshop,High St,Coventry. 

A4 posters can be copied,7p each at Coventry Office supplies,New Union 3t,Coventry(very 
good quality)A3 posters(Q,Good)can be photocopied on the machine outside the library in 
the art faculty of the Lanch Poly at 5p«Letraset can be bought cheap at W.H.Smiths(30p). 
Rank Xerox in Lamb street do stickers at 20p a sheet of 24.Dont forget theres 13 per cent 
VAT on most printing,Ask for discounter pay cash & you might get off VAT.Dont forget to 
pester people who can get stuff copied cheap,or free.If you want more info,let me know 
what,or send to 143 Moat Ave,Coventry & ask Martin for an illustrated leaflet on it. 
Lastly,do What the bloody hell you want & send me a copy please & Ill plug it. 
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and a news flask 
Led bombs again* mmm 


B .fe halts*... 

uSdlence*Silence* 

fl£^h,see no more, 

.re,face on floor*, 
faceless death, V^jjj 

I to rot. 1 f f 

mmmw ■•■ me radio calms.secarity.f 


dead, ' 

no flee ting romaac e. 
set, amongst human garbage , I ]jj 
displays a colourful stream! ifa j Jj 

mi ill A:is: * MEJ... of eouad.^^2 
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by Andy C« 


























Individual, 

Crushed passion,Oppressed Death wish 
Unhappy Concrete prism. 

Unfolding into oold expanse* 


City at night, 

Light without emotion 
Horror without fear. 


The attraction of power, 
Oppression of size. 
Without it we oommand, 
With it we obey. 


years since that eventrAfter all the bullshit about 'Rising from the ashes' and 'The brave 
citizens looking forward to a new future’, the architects set to work with a v enhance .There 
was building heaped upon building,new onto old,eye sore onto eye sore.Every 'Progressive' 
idea of the past 30 odd years was tested out.The immensely ugly tower blocks,stark and 
desolate,insensative to the people who had to exist inside them.The expensive Cathedral,that 
was paid for by a broken German people,echoing the false double values of religion,building 
huge empty structures while people live in shitholes hardly fit for rats.The city centre, 
windy,cold,and impersonal,a functional object to serve the barest needs of its populace.The 
recently built Sports Centre,squat ugly,bulging with conceited,self conciously muscle 
bound fitness freaks who see the body beautiful as a measure of value in a world without any 
values.Its being added to all the time,the Drill hall is due to be demolished to make way 
for a £20 million 'shopping complex',another abhorration to blight the pock marked face of 
our not-so-fair city. 

Life in a city is a life of intemment.lt is a monument to Work,predominantly grey & 
pallid,broken only by the hypocritical optimism of the shop signs.Imagine if the whole City 
centre was painted Red,Tellow, Green, or any colour.Imagine being happy on the dole,realising 
tha«. work is not living,hut a terrible injustice that we all have to endure in order to live 
like a human being should in our spare time.in fun,sleep,stupor,play,instead of the grey 
robotic figures stre a m ing off the buses at 8.30 every morning.Thatcher is trying to make all 
unemployed people feel guilty,degraded,second class,but unemployment is Living .What do most 
people do when they win the pools?They dont carry on working do they?fhey dont enjoy it even 
though theyve been kidding themselves all these years that they do.No,as soon as they dont 
have to work they throw off their shackles and 


URBAN 


realise what an automaton theyve become 


Work is something that you do when you are frightened ® 
or greedy,not something you do out of loyalty or 
a sense of duty.After all,a Workaholic is looked on 
as a sick man aint he?The City is work,it represents 
work in all its oppressive size,its harsh double 
standards .Old tramps shuffling past Burtons, or the 
Oxfam shop next to a high class jewellers.Until all 
people begin to realise what the city stands for, 
what work really is and why we should despise it, 
and how wave all been conned by politicians who see 
the world as a huge game of Monopoly, only then can 
we begin to put the city to work for us and not vice 
versa.Too long have people been walking around with 
their eyes closed.Its time to open them & stand up 
for yourself .Dont think it hasent been done before, 
go to a library,go to the history section & look up 
th© Luddites,or the Peasants Revolt and youll see it 
can be dons,you can do it just by putting a cross on 
a bit of paper when the time comes and looking in a 
mirror now & again. 




WORDS AND FIX 

by ALAN. 
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COMPONENT 

EROTICA 


HINDI URDU HINDI URDU HINDI URDU 

an NT (jM an IV <^*i srrfV <^*i 

MULTI - RACIAL MULTI - RACIAL MULTI - RACIAL 

HARMONY . harmony harmony 

auCd satCd <£*31 atiCd 

GUJRAT1 PUNJABI GUJRAT1 PUNJABI GUJRAT1 PUNJABI 










